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“Heaven” as the Basis of Confucian Legal Thought

Qiao Fei
(Law School ,Henan University , Kaifeng , Henan 475001 )

Abstract : “Heaven” is the fundamental ontological concept in Confucian legal thought. Scholars have different
understandings of the “Heaven” in ancient China, and various views are diverse. According to Zhuxi’ s
understanding of “Heaven” , who is the master of Confucianism, “Heaven” can be summarized into three
aspects: “the heaven of material nature” , “the heaven of god domination” , and “the heaven of righteous
rules”. Today, it seems that these three aspects can be integrated into the “Heaven of the Person”. Xunzi,
Zhuzi ,and Wang Yangming’ s understanding of “Heaven” can be included into the scope of “Heaven of the
Person”. The “Heaven of the Person” reveals that “Heaven” has the attributes of life, ethical , supreme and
attribute of eternal , which not only created all things and human beings, but also has sovereignty over all things
and human beings. The core issues of legal thought, such as the source of power, the legislation of laws,
administration ,and the process of justice,are all related to “Heaven”. Ontological study on the “Heaven” of
Confucianism can enable people to understand the origin and foundation of traditional legal culture more
deeply in ancient China.

Key Words : confucianism ;heaven ;legal culture
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