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Abstract

In the 19th century, the European continent underwent many changes and revolutions, but the
British mainland across the sea did not have violent revolution, and its constitutional system entered
modernization in a almost peaceful way. In the 19th century, the Constitutional system of theocracy
continued its historical inheritance. Under the impetus of various religious factors, the constitutional
system of theocracy has gradually changed, and the constitutional system of established religion
tends to collapse. This unique progressive historical evolution process is worth exploring, and it
provides an excellent model for us to manage religious affairs, deal with religious conflicts, and
promote social harmony and progress. Undoubtedly, the development and change of British
constitutional system originated from the historical genetic inheritance of British religion. If you
want to study constitutional change in the 19th century, you need to study how religion changed in
the 19th century. Only in this way can we find out how the change of religious pattern affected the
British constitutional system and explore the historical trend of its development and change in the
interaction between the two. This thesis mainly introduces the influence of the change of religious
pattern on the constitutional system of Britain in the 19th century from four parts:

The second chapter mainly introduces the background of the change of religious pattern in The
19th century. In the 19th century, British religion showed a tendency of pluralism and secularization.
Religious pluralism is manifested in the abolishment of the constitutional system of established
religion, the pursuit of equal citizenship and equal voting rights, and the wavering of the hegemony
of the state religion. Secularization of religion is reflected in the crisis of faith in established religion.
Under this crisis of faith, the established religion chose to go deep into the society, the believers,
away from the regime. Religious pluralism and secularization eventually led to the collapse of the
constitutional Anglican system, and the Anglican church gradually lost its privileged status as a
participant in the political power. The Anglican church fell into the crisis of church and state, and the
separation of church and state appeared. Non-conformists suffered discrimination in the 19th century.
As the Roman Catholic Church, the Catholic Church has always been suspected of supporting the
Pope, and has always been excluded from the political power in the struggle for church power. In

addition, the anti-Catholic movement also illustrates the British people's discrimination and rejection



of Catholicism from another aspect. As a religious minority, Jews have always been excluded by the
British regime because of their beliefs and discriminated against in all walks of life. They need to
change the status quo and gain citizenship and voting rights for their own survival and economic
growth.

The third chapter mainly introduces the impact of church crisis on the relationship between
church and state. In response to the Anglican crisis. The Anglican church began to change from the
top down. After the impact of the constitutional Anglican system, the traditional model of client
bishops has changed. The client bishops as prime minister candidates no longer meet the interests of
Anglican with the help of prime minister candidates, but the new model is that bishops directly
participate in the political power. The local Anglican clergy actively expanded the channels to
participate in politics by participating in the elections of county and district councils and political
sermons. Facing the crisis of the established church, they believe that the only way to deal with the
crisis is to actively participate in the government.

The fourth chapter mainly introduces the influence of non-conformists on the relationship
between church and state.

An early form of Catholic participation in political power in the 19th century was an alliance
with the Whig Party. After 1850, when the alliance ended, they moved back and forth between
parties, becoming a pressure group based on public opinion that eventually led to the Catholic
Emancipation Act. The Catholic Emancipation Act stipulated five restrictive conditions, which
protected the vested interests of Anglicans and restricted the right of Catholics to participate in
politics, which was reflected in an incomplete religious tolerance. As religious tolerance progressed,
Jews became increasingly active in political power, most notably rothschild, who was a Jew, in the
House of Lords. The Jewish Liberation Act of 1858 confirmed that the two houses adopted a
different Jewish oath system, and that the conditions of election to the House of Commons were no
longer religious. The right of Jews to sit in parliament was finally established with the passage of the
Parliamentary Oath Act. It marked the progress of religious tolerance and the collapse of
constitutional Anglicanism. As the 19th century progressed, the separation of church and state

became an established fact, and the power of religious difference as a defining national characteristic



was waning. Atheist Charles Bradlaw was elected to Parliament and atheists were given the right to
vote. The fact that atheists have been included in the government shows that the legislation in the
Lower House has finally lifted the electoral restrictions on atheism, which is a sign of complete
religious tolerance and the ultimate collapse of the constitutional establishment of the church.

The fifth chapter introduces the restriction of the power of church courts by the Reformation in
19th century England. Before the 19th century, ecclesiastical courts had considerable power.
Ecclesiastical courts were staffed by judges appointed directly by the king to administer matters
large and small in their dominions, with no clear mechanism of supervision or restraint. Church
judges could punish the guilty by means of compulsory penance and excommunication. After the
Reformation in the 19th century, diocesan criminal jurisdiction was removed from the ecclesiastical
courts and taken over by secular tribunals. These secular tribunals, which were more transparent and
supervised by the Privy Council, embodied the principles of modern rule of law better than
ecclesiastical courts.

Key words: religion pluralism; secularization, Anglicanism constitutional system ;
non-conformist
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