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Calvin : the Beginning of the Western Rights Reformation
AN Zhe—ming
Abstract:Calvin reconstructed the Christianity. The liberty of conscience theory and two kingdom theory of
Calvin are the theological foundation of the western rights doctrines. Being the core, liberty of conscience first
demanded religious liberty. And getting the religious liberty must be on the premise that must not be threaten by
persecute and tyranny. This was prompting calvinists to develop the resistance theory. Based on moral law from
conscience, calvinists developed the theories of subjective rights and natural rights, and expanded rights' kinds and
scope of application. The practice of Calvin church gave three basic principles of the constitutional republic theory.
The three principles ware liberty, democracy and law. Calvin laid the foundation of the reformation of western rights

with his practice.
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