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American left has devoted itself to the democratic politics. The “left turn” which had started
at the late twentieth Century had an impact on the development of democracy in Latin
America. The leftist regimes carried out effective governance which has promoted the
economic and social progress to some extent. Generally speaking they obeyed the
competition principle of electoral democracy. The radical lefts emphasized the empowerment
and participation of the people regarding participatory democracy as the fundamental goal
of the political reform. They pushed forward radical reform of the political system since
coming into power tried to construct a new democratic model based on participation and
actively promoted the construction of participation democracy ~which enhanced the political
inclusiveness in a certain period and to a certain extent. However the radical left regime
strengthened the president’ s personal power weakened the accountability of representative
institutions intensified political polarization and thus weakened political pluralism
especially the radical left regime in Venezuela. In contrast the moderate lefts did not break
through some basic principles of representative democracy rather they made it develop
steadily. Looking ahead the development of democracy in Latin America will face many
persistent serious challenges.

Key words: Latin American left democracy participatory democracy the radical left
the moderate left

The Social Base of Political Changes in Latin America: The Relationship Between Left—
wing and Catholicism in Brazil Chile and Argentina

Zhong Zhifeng

Abstract: At the end of 20th century the left—wing movement and the Catholic
movement emerged in Latin America which greatly shaped its political development. The
political alignment between the left—wing and Catholicism not only stimulated the
democratization of Latin America but also the rise of the left—wing parties or party
coalitions. Concentrating on the relations of left—wing and Catholicism  this paper has done
a historical and comparative study on the cases of Brazil Chile and Argentina. There are
three main findings from this research. First the relations between left-wing and
Catholicism are dynamic. The left turn and right turn of Catholicism greatly shaped the
political pendulum of Latin America. Its right turn helped establish the military regime while
its left turn contributed to the rising of the left—wing. Second the relations between
left—wing and Catholicism are multiple. There are three main patterns: total confrontation

total collaboration and partial cooperation. During the process of democratization three
patterns can be identified: a cohesive church collaborated with the left wing to actively
fight against the military regime in Brazil; a divided church formed election coalition with
the left—wing to end the military rule in Chile; a divided church distanced from the left—
wing and negatively fight against the military regime in Argentina. Third the relations
between left—wing and Catholicism are mainly shaped by the degree of regime repression
and the pluralization of religious market in specific country. The more repressive the
regime the more plural the religious market the more likely Catholicism may cooperate

with the left—wing. Therefore compared to the rigid and dichotomized essentialist
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approach  contextual approach is more suitable to understand the complexity and dynamics
of Latin America politics.
Key words: Latin America politics Left—wing Catholicism democratization —military

regime confrontation cooperation

On Failure of Judicial Review in Constitutional Disputes of Latin American Countries
Sitegeqi  Yang Liyan

Abstract: Judicial review is now widely accepted in Latin American countries. Many
people expect that judicial review can protect the constitutional order and political
stability. However in many cases of constitutional crises the reality deviates from their
original purpose. Therefore it is meaningful to study the conditions on which the judicial
review works. Based on an illustration of the judicial review in Latin America the paper
builds up a framework which integrates all the factors that influence the independence and
the function of judicial review from the perspective of political parties and uses this
framework to analyze the behavior of some institutions of judicial review in some cases of
constitutional crises in the 21st century. The paper argues that the factors such as the
differences between the political views of left—wing parties and right—wing parties as well as
the support from the public  have significant influences on constitutional order and political
stability. In some Latin American countries where constitutional crises arose political
parties on the left and right tend to have fierce conflicts. Their desired policies differentiate
significantly from each other and there is a lack of mutual trust between them. Additionally
in these countries the institutions of judicial review can only get limited support from the
people. In this situation judicial review cannot function independently and sometimes even
become the root cause of instability. Meanwhile in some Latin American countries  due to
the factors like relatively small difference between the ideologies of different parties or the
support from the public judicial review can play a more positive role in the crises and help
to avoid interruption or failure of constitutional order.

Key words: Latin America judicial review constitution political stability politics of

political parties

111 Cultural Diplomacy from Cross — cultural Communication Perspective: A Case Study of

Japanese Cultural Diplomacy in Latin America

Zhao Hui

Abstract: Entering into the 21st century the China—Latin America cooperation has
witnessed all-dimensional wide—ranging multi—level development with the economic
interdependence deepening increasingly. However the poll of Latinobarémetro showed
that the favorable opinions of China among Latin American people did not match the
degree of China—Latin America economic relations. In contrast the poll showed that the
favorable opinions of Japan among Latin American people remained high although the
amount of Japanese—Latin American trade and investment was lower than that of China—
Latin America. The main reason lies in the magic code of Japanese cultural diplomacy in

Latin America which relies on local Japanese descendants to implement the strategy of
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