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Separation of Church and State” under the COVID-19:
The Japanese Religious Organization’s Legal Person’s
Application for “the Sustainability Subsidy”

Wang Ruobin

Abstract: In response to the economic recession caused by the COVID-19
epidemic, the Japanese government introduced the “the Sustainability Subsidy”
relief plan. There was a fierce debate over whether religious corporations could
receive subsidies, with many religious groups opposing the subsidies. Religious
groups opposes the granting of subsidies from Japanese government, which
may seem contradictory, but behind the tension it is the consensus of religious
circles to defend the principle of “separation of church and state” in the post-war
Constitution. In the face of the ambiguous issue of religious legal persons and
the long-standing situation that religious rights and interests cannot be treated
fairly, the Japanese Religious Alliance has openly asked the relevant departments
to interpret the constitution. In the end, although religious corporations were
excluded from the list of recipients, they were given corresponding benefits
within the scope of legality. The debate once included a call for constitutional
amendment, however, we have to pay attention to such views that have shaken
the stability of the post-war Constitution

Key words: COVID-19; Japanese Religion; Japanese Constitution;

Separation of Religion and State
490

https://www. cnk1. net



