2020 3 ( ) 228
No.3 2020 Journal of Sichuan University ( Philosophy and Social Science Edition) Sum No. 228

. 4 » 20
; ; ; . o« p)
: 1712; B978 DA : 1006-0766 (2020) 03-0045-09
o 19
”O(D “@ »»
18 . ¢ )
. « . . €
»
o 13 » 19
13 ”» << >> . .
17 18 19
20
13 » . . <<
PN . ( PN . ( PN .
¢ )
( 201600)
“ ” (2017BWYO015)
¢ » : 1996 323

45



( ) 228

o 20
( » . 1996
20 o
<< >> 113
” o D
é“ ”» @ N o@
{ » _
’” O@ “ b4
N N ; 20
“ » . << >>
20 o { »
® § »
20 [ ”»” “© ”» R
[ » “ << >> ”
. ” O@

@ Michiko Kakutani ~ “Seeking Salvation on the Silver Screen: Review of In the Beauty of the Lilies by John Updike ” New
York Times Jan. 12 1996 p. Bl.
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Robert N. Bellah Beyond Belief Essays on Religion in a Post-Traditional World New York: Harper & Row

Publishers Inc. 1970 pp. 171 175.

o Bellah  Beyond Belief p. 186.
Updike Self~Consciousness p. 230.
Frank Gado  “Interview with John Updike ” in Frank Gado
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The Mystery of American Religious Faith: An Investigation of
Civil Religion in In the Beauty of the Lilies

Sun Lu

Abstract: On account of the separation of church and state in the U. S, religion always maintains a
special relationship with the nation as a whole and with each individual. Absorbing both the sacred and the
secular elements, American religious faith manifests some features of civil religion, whose relationship with
individual and society has drawn close attention from American literature for a long time. Through chronicling
four generations’ different life experiences in the 20th century, John Updike’s novel In the Beauty of the Lilies
dramatizes the decline of orthodox Christianity, the distortion of patrioticized religion, the cult of cinematic
religion as well as their respective influences on personal life and the whole country, exemplifying the
distinctive and significant role civil religion has played in American society and individual’s life.

Key words: American religious faith, civil religion, John Updike, In the Beauty of the Lilies
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